
Multicentric Reticulohistiocytosis

◼ Synonym: lipoid dermatoarthritis

◼ Triad of chronic destructive polyarthritis, acroosteolysis, and soft 
tissue nodules.

◼ Proliferation of oncocytic histiocytes and multinucleated giant cells 
with eosinophilic cytoplasm.

◼ Rare disease where lipid-laden macrophages are  deposited in soft-
tissues and periarticular tendons, forming skin nodules and 
erosions with  sclerotic margins.

◼ The well-defined erosions of multicentric reticulohistiocytosis tend 
to affect the DIPs  symmetrically. 

◼ Other radiographic findings of multicentric reticulohistiocytosis
include soft tissue nodules and preserved bone density.  

◼ Joint destruction may be rapid and progressive, producing an 
arthritis mutilans appearance. 
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